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Experience of Illness by Acute Leukemia Patients Undergoing Chemotherapy
by Jannapa Kanjanapratum, Tiraporn Junda, Authchareeya Patoomwan
Ramathibodi School of Nursing, Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital, Mahido! University
Abstracr This qualitative research study aimed to examine the experience of illness by patients

with acute leukemia undergoing chemotherapy. The participants were 15 acute-leukemia patients
who had undergone at least 2 courses of chemotherapy in a tertiary hospital of the Department
of Medical Services, in Bangkok. The study data were collected by interview during April-October
2014. The interviews were tape-recorded and transcribed verbatim. The data obtained were
analyzed using content analysis. The results showed that the illness experiences of chemotherapy
patients with acute leukemia could be summarized into 4 themes: 1) "Why does life have to be
like this?'"; the patients felt discouraged, tired, and sick from the chemotherapy; the roles in
their lives and jobs, and their social status had changed; 2) "Why is there so much suffering?'';
physical and psychological suffering from the illness and the side-effects of chemotherapy
affected their families and socioeconomic status; 3) '""Must accept/come to terms with the reality",
i.e., accept the illness and the treatment; this refers to the process by which the patients consoled
themselves so that they could cope with the illness; and 4) "Must fight to survive'; the patients
had to endure the disease, overcome their suffering and life-threatening disease, with the
support of friends and family, and themselves. (7/%a/ Cancer J 2076,36.47-50)

Keywords: acute leukemia, illness experience, chemotherapy
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Uszana wiAg
A3NA AR9A
A%29 YNNNAS

UNARYD uzfahnusgniflsruzSeiinsnnidususuaeduasiinasesanuzniudnum n1emama Pap smear
dunisAunianuiiadnfveaasinuagn mﬁ%ﬁi’fﬁffﬂqﬂizmﬁﬁéﬁm:mvimﬁﬁmmm@ﬁmmm
mﬁaﬂwﬂmqnﬁamﬂna umsfinmdaundanousiduil 1 unaas 2552 fa 31 fuanpa 2556 gidnFutisnag
Favnae 13,306 118 Ui fialasTianansonmaitadely (satisfactory) a1191 13,077 318 (3ae1ay 98.28) Laz
zﬁl@ﬁﬁ@mmwﬁﬂmﬁmw«afﬁ@mﬁﬁ@éﬂ (unsatisfactory) AMuat 229 9181 (Gariaz 1.72) AFETISANLTENIN 41-50 T
mi“umwm@ﬁmnimmﬂﬁzgmﬁmu 1115 378 (Feuay 32.57) nnsAnEENUANNAALNFTa NIRRT 0
1nuagn (abnormal epithelial cells) 457 918 (Faeiaz 13.34) InemupanuiaLnsiiu ASC-US mn‘ﬁ'zgm'iﬂmu
212 971 (Fauay 46.39) muNs0n LSIL 98 9 (Fasiay 21.44) ASC-H 49 91a (Fasay 10.72) HSIL 35 91e
(Gaeiaz 7.66) AGC 30 718 (5e818% 6.56) AGC favor neoplastic 13 318 (Faaiaz 2.84) adenocarcinoma 12 $7¢
(?@ﬂﬂ: 2.63) squamous cell carcinoma 4 91¢ (5@?1@;’ 0.88) waz HSIL with features suspicious for invasion
4 378 (FaaAz 0.88) ﬁqq@ﬂqﬁwummmm@ﬂmﬂnﬁmn‘ﬁlzg@ﬁmiqamg 41-501) @auau 118 918 (Feeay 25.82)
LL@ZWUﬂ'ﬂHQ@ﬁ"ﬁN@’]ﬂ <20 T anuau 31 318 (Geeiaz 6.78) mnm@msﬁﬂmﬁwudmm?b*?iﬁmgswdw 31-50 1
ﬁmmﬁ'ﬂmmmmqwummﬁmﬂﬂﬁﬁiﬂq"]wLﬂn@ﬁu?mmﬂﬂﬂ:nm@ﬂmﬂﬂfimq’mmﬁuﬁammﬁ'\uﬁummm@
ﬁ\‘iﬂmaluzﬁ[ﬂ?mﬁuﬁ (113817 13ANIS 2559,36:51-59)
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Cervical Cancer Screening Results, Naresuan University Hospital, 2009-2013
4y Pramuan Nakphu, Sirimas Saleewong, La-or Chompuk
Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medicine, Naresuan University, Phitsanulok 65000

Abstracr Cervical cancer is the second most common cancer among females in Thailand. The

routine screening test for cervical abnormalities is the cervical smear. This study conducted a
statistical analysis of cell abnormalities detected in cervical-cancer screening. A retrospective
study was conducted from January 2009 to December 2013. From 13,306 cases, samples from
13,077 (98.28%) were satisfactory, while 229 (1.72%) were unsatisfactory. Most abnormalities
were found among the patient age group 41-50 years (1,115 cases; 31.34%). Epithelial-cell abnor-
malities were found in 457 cases (13.34%), comprising atypical squamous cells of undetermined
significance (ASC-US) in 212 cases (46.39%), low-grade squamous intraepithelial lesions (LSIL)
in 98 cases (21.44%), atypical squamous cells that could not exclude HSIL (ASC-H) (49 cases;
10.72%); high-grade squamous intraepithelial lesions (HSIL) (35 cases; 7.66%), atypical glandular
cells (AGC) (30 cases; 6.56%), AGC favor neoplasias (13 cases; 2.84%), adenocarcinomas (12 cases;
2.63%), squamous cell carcinomas (4 cases; 0.88%), and HSIL with features suspicious of invasion
(4 cases; 0.88%). The age group diagnosed with the largest number of abnormal Pap smears was
41-50 years (118 cases; 25.82%). The age group with the least was aged < 20 years (31 cases;
6.78%). In conclusion, the 31-50 year-old group had the highest frequency of abnormal findings.
Pap smear screening is required for this age group. (7%a/ Cancer J 20/6,36.57-59)

Keywords: cervical cancer screening, Pap smear, cell abnormalities
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Diagnosis Age <20 2130 3140 4150  51-60 >61 U Sesaz
Abnormal epithelial cells 31 89 106 118 72 41 457 13.34
Reactive cellular change 13 72 124 298 445 215 1167 34.09
(inflammation, radiation, IUD,
atrophic vaginitis)

Candida spp. 27 205 397 512 217 46 1404 41.02
Bacterial vaginosis 14 36 57 75 34 3 219 6.40
Endometrial cells 0 0 7 85 16 3 111 3.24
(in women > 40 years of age)

Trichomonas vaginalis 5 3 7 19 8 1 43 1.26
Actinomyces spp. 0 0 4 7 7 1 19 0.56
Herpes simplex virus 1 0 0 1 0 1 3 0.09
EREN 91 405 702 1115 799 311 3423 100.00
HORE 2.66 11.83 20.51 32.57 23.34 9.09 100.00
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Air-drying artifact 7 8 0 0 0 15 (6.15)
Scant cellularity 38 40 47 61 33 219 (89.75)
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> 61 8 8 9 14 9 48 (20.96)
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Association between Family Cancer History and Breast Cancer Risk among Thai Women
by Natthapon Laochan', Jarunya Ngamkham', Somchai Thanasitthichai'?,

Vimol Suktangmon®, Arkom Chaiwerawattana?, Adisak Sornprom?,

Maneerat Mus-U-dee?, Saowakon Sukarayodhin', Kittika Boonmark!,

Thiansang Phansri'

Divisions of ' Research and Technology Assessment, *Surgery, ° Pathology, National Cancer
Institute, Department of Medical Services, Ministry of Public Health, Bangkok 10400

Abstract As in the rest of the world, breast cancer is a major public-health problem among women in

Thailand. A family history of cancer, especially breast cancer, is one of several important risk
factors for breast cancer. The present study examined the correlation between family cancer history
and risk of breast cancer among Thai women. A total of 815 patients, who had been diagnosed and
treated at the National Cancer Institute, Thailand, between October 2014 and June 2015, were
enrolled into the study. All cases with confirmed clinical pathology were recruited; their mean
age was 47.49+13.48 years. They consisted of 421 breast-cancer cases (51.66%) and 394 benign-tumor/
non-malignant cases (48.34%). Of 139 cases, 80 (57.55%) breast cancer cases were diagnosed
from families with a history of breast cancer. The remaining 59 cases (42.45%) were diagnosed
as benign/non-malignant tumors. An increased risk of breast cancer was found among patients
with a family history of breast cancer; odds ratio=1.99 (95%CI=1.14-3.45, P-value=0.015). It was
also found that more than one degree of relationship, or having > 1 family member with a history
of cancer, increased the risk of breast cancer 2.33-fold, odds ratio=2.33 (95% CI=1.04-5.21,
P-value=0.039). In conclusion, a high degree of relationship and the number of breast-cancer
patients in the family correlated with an increased risk of breast cancer. However, although
these factors increased the risk of breast cancer, other factors potentially associated with breast
cancer require further study. Breast cancer screening remains an important program for reducing
the risk of breast cancer among Thai women. (7%a/ Cancer J 20/6,36.60-67)

Keywords: breast cancer, risk factor, family history of cancer, benign/non-malignant breast
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Childhood Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia

by Wanida Pongstaporn

Department of Medlical Sciences, Faculty of Sciences, Rangsit University, Pathumthani 12000

Abstract Acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) is the most common malignancy in children. Advances

in the management of chemotherapy for children have improved the outcomes for many ALL

children. However, the remainder still do not respond satisfactorily to disease management.

This may be due to the heterogenic biology of ALL, which depends on abnormal molecular

biology in each stage of B or T lymphocytes. Molecular biological investigations, especially

chromosomal alterations, are useful in prognosis and to inform management guidelines and the
development of targeted therapies. (7/ai Cancer J 20/6,36.68-73)
Keywords: acute lymphoblastic leukemia, targeted therapy, childhood malignancy
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